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Rationale and Aims for Teaching MFL at Parkside

1.1 This policy is a statement of the aims, principles and practices of teaching and
learning as they relate to French teaching at Parkside. This policy supports the aims
of the school mission statement, SEN policy and the whole-school approach to
teaching and learning.
1.2
French Teaching at Parkside
As new technology brings people closer together another language and bridging
cultural differences becomes an ever more important skill for pupils. This need has
been recognised by the government and measures are currently under review to
make the study of at least one foreign language at GCSE compulsory. The teaching
of French at Parkside is in line with the MFL policy of our main high school (North
Bromsgrove High school) where only the top 40% of a year group are able to choose
Spanish, all other pupils must continue with French. To prepare pupils for this we
have 2 hours of French lessons per week in KS3.
Since the year 2010 all KS2 children have been entitled to learn a language other
than English. At Parkside we believe strongly in the benefit of this and have
therefore implemented the teaching of French for all KS2 children – one hour a week
for both Years 5 and 6.
1.3
Aims and Objectives
In French we consider that a meaningful education should enable pupils to:












Communicate effectively in a range of context, using a modern foreign
language;
Use French for real purposes;
Foster enthusiasm for language learning;
Develop self-confidence;
Develop listening and communication skills;
Develop reading skills in the context of learning a modern foreign language;
Become aware that language has a structure, and that this structure differs
from one language to another;
Develop speaking and listening skills;
Gain enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement;
Explore and apply strategies to improve their learning;
Explore their own cultural identities and those of others.
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Teaching and Learning Styles in French

2.1

At Parkside we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our MFL
lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and
understanding. Children will have the opportunity to support their work with
a variety of resources. We will aim for a balance of whole class, group and
independent learning. Wherever possible we encourage children to use
and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum to their study of
French; ICT, PE and Music, for example, are particularly appropriate for
cross-curricular teaching.

2.2

The lessons are to be delivered by the specialist teachers in KS3, with
support from the MFL Subject Leader. Lessons in KS2 are delivered by
either specialist teachers, or in a few cases, class teachers. They are
taught discreetly.

2.3

KS2 children are entitled to 23 or 20 hours of French teaching in a school
year, which will follow the Parkside MFL Scheme of Work and therefore a
set progression. KS3 children will receive 2 hours a week with more of a
grammar and vocabulary focus. Lessons will follow the same structure as
all other lessons at Parkside and throughout a term, equal coverage will be
given to the four attainment areas; Listening, Speaking; Reading and
Writing.

2.4

French will be promoted through a range of whole school occasions such
as celebration assemblies and a whole school fundraiser event each term.

2.5

Languages other than French may be used as part of European Languages
week in September and in extra-curricular clubs run by the staff. These
may include Spanish and German as taster sessions across the key
stages, though this is dependent on staff availability. Each half term, we
deliver taster sessions of a different language, looking at both the
vocabulary and culture, in order to promote a love of languages and
develop the skills acquired.
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Schemes of Work and Resources

3.1

All of the schemes of work in French at Parkside have been written by the
subject leader. We do not follow a published scheme of work at Parkside but
the topics covered have been influenced by published GCSE foundation
paper topics. In KS3, this emphasis on topics and vocabulary required by the
high schools is increased. In addition to the GSCE specimen papers, the
schemes have been influenced by the textbook recommended to us by the
high schools (Allez). The planning does of course follow the renewed
framework objectives in all four attainment areas.

3.2

We carry out the curriculum planning in MFL in three phases (long-term,
medium-term and short-term). The Subject leader is responsible for producing
the long and medium term planning, with subject teachers taking responsibility
for their short term planning, differentiating accordingly. All planning provided
by the subject leader will give some ideas and strategies for differentiation, in
line with the school’s policy.

3.3

In KS2, pupils have their own exercise book. At KS3, pupils are given a
French book, the back of which they should use for grammar notes. The
grammar notes will contain verb conjugations and should be used as
reference points throughout the year. Pupils in both key stages are given a
vocabulary book in which they will record vocabulary for the lessons and to be
learned as homework.

3.4

Some resources and activities for the various schemes across the school are
to be provided by the subject leader and further support is available to staff on
request. It is however expected that staff will, on the whole, create their own
resources. Department staff will be made aware of where these resources are
stored and all sheets and ICT based resources will be entered onto the school
network so that they can be accessed and altered by all staff members. If staff
wish to purchase any alternative resources for a particular unit/scheme, then
all requests must be made via the budget holder/subject leader.

3.5

French in KS2 was previously being taught as part of the topic based learning
in the Learning Journey curriculum. However, it has now been removed from
this curriculum and is taught as a lesson in its own right, to ensure we meet
the requirements of KS2 and to best prepare the pupils for KS3.
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Assessment for Learning

4.1

Teachers assess children’s work in MFL in three phases. The short-term
assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson help them to adjust
their daily plans. They match these short-term assessments closely to the
teaching objectives. Teachers are provided with assessment record sheets for
each topic and year group. They are completed in line with the school
assessment policy. Written or verbal feedback, including dialogue marking, is
given to help guide children’s progress. All children are encouraged to make
judgments about how they can improve their own work.

4.2

Each scheme of work clearly outlines the main assessment focus for each
topic. Assessment is carried out continually throughout the year, rather than
having specified assessment pieces. However, at least 2 pieces of work (in
two different attainment areas) have been selected for dialogue marking and
detailed feedback and this has been indicated on the plans. In some
instances, departmental moderation will occur in order to ensure consistency
across the department.

4.3

In addition, Year 8 will have a number of GCSE style tasks intended to
prepare students for the experience of a GCSE and to develop technique,
rather than as an assessment opportunity.

4.4

Within individual lessons, teachers are required to use a range of different
AFL strategies as per the school’s policy.
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Differentiation
All work in MFL should be differentiated according to the needs of the groups.
The subject leader will offer advice and suggestions as to how to do this for
both lower and higher ability pupils. It is the responsibility of the teacher to
ensure that any resources/work is suitably differentiated for the individuals in
their class. The MTP’s do suggest differentiated activities. These are as a
guide and should be adapted accordingly. Differentiation used in the lesson
should be clearly evident in the short term planning and evidence of challenge
will be a key focus of book trawls.
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MFL and Inclusion

6.1

In all classes children have a wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide
suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the
task to the ability of the child. MFL is a highly inclusive subject, however, and
despite our principal aim of developing children’s knowledge, skills, and
understanding, the initial focus will be on enjoyment. At our school we will
teach MFL to almost all children, whatever their ability and individual needs.
MFL forms part of the School Curriculum Policy to provide a broad and
balanced education to all children. Through our MFL teaching we provide
learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive
hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those
with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning
English as an additional language (EAL). We take all reasonable steps to
achieve the progress of all children.

6.2

The children who do not have French lessons are those that have been
withdrawn by welfare or SEN for a specific intervention program, such as
Thrive. The decision for their withdrawal from French was made in
consultation between the subject leader and the SENCO.
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Homework

7.1

In KS3, homework is to be set on a weekly basis. We have moved away from
the project based assignments of previous years in order to improve pupils’
vocabulary and grammar. Each week, pupils will be given a set of words, a
structure to learn or a series of sentences to translate, and then tested in their
next lesson. The teacher will record how well the pupil has done. The words
will link to the specific topic being studied. It is hoped that through these
learning homeworks, pupils will be able to retain more vocabulary and recall it
independently in their lessons. It is also intended to prepare them for a GCSE
writing assessment, which they will have to do without a dictionary from 2017.
A list of words that pupils will be expected to know in a GCSE has been
compiled from material published by AQA, and is saved on the school system.
It is expected that staff will select words for the homework from this list.

7.2

Spellings will be allocated in differentiated groups. In the spelling tests pupils
will be awarded 1 mark for writing the recognizably correct French word, even
if spelt incorrectly, and a further mark for correct spelling. Pupils are expected
to achieve half marks. If they do not achieve this, they should have an
opportunity to retest. Repeated need to retest will lead to intervention from the
teacher or subject leader to determine whether homework is being completed
and what support can be put in place. If no support is needed and no
reasonable account given, this may be treated as failure to do homework, and
result in an afterschool detention in line with the school policy.
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French and Cross-Curricular Links
Planning and schemes of work include links to other areas of the curriculum,
for example, in Year 8 pupils do a module about jobs and their personal skills
and attributes which links in with the PSHE scheme.
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Language Ambassadors
At Parkside, we are keen to give our More Able and enthusiastic linguists the
opportunity to have a more challenging role within lessons. Across Year 7 and
8, pupils who show good attainment and flair in French have been selected as
Language Ambassadors. They will be used to support other children in
French lessons, help with specific departmental events, such as the termly
fundraisers, and also adopt a teaching role, by planning and delivering short
sessions to pupils in KS2. Their performance will be monitored by the subject
Leader and support given where needed. The pupils have all been given a
specific badge to wear to highlight the importance of their role.
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Monitoring and Review
Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in
MFL is the responsibility of the subject leader, supported by the Headteacher
and colleagues from the LA. The work of the subject leader also involves
supporting colleagues in their teaching, being informed about current
developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for
MFL in the school. The leader may have specially-allocated regular
management time in which to review samples of the children’s work and to
undertake lesson observations of MFL teaching across the school. The
subject leader will meet with curriculum leaders regularly to ensure planning
and assessment is in line with whole school policy.
This policy will be reviewed every 2 years.
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