3rd January 2022

Dear Parents/Carers
Firstly, I would like to take this chance to wish you all a Happy New Year for 2022. You may be
aware that we have received some updated government guidance yesterday.
Please note the following information for return to school on Wednesday 5th January:
As previously mentioned, all year 7 and 8 pupils are expected to undertake one onsite lateral
flow test in school on their return. Whilst this is not compulsory for a return to school, the more
pupils that undertake it then the safer we all are. Even if your child has tested positive for
COVID in the last 90 days, they are still encouraged to participate in the testing process, as
long as they are clear of the isolation period. All pupils will start the day as normal. They will be
kept in their class groups until we have completed all testing.
In guidance produced on Sunday morning, the DfE have reintroduced the requirement for all
pupils in year 7 and above to wear face coverings in classrooms for a temporary
period. This will mean all pupils in years 7 and 8, other than those who are exempt, will be
expected to wear face coverings at all times, inside the school building. Whilst we have a small
supply of face coverings in school, we would encourage pupils to bring their own wherever
possible. Hopefully this measure will only be in place for a short period.
The isolation period has been shortened to 7 days as long as the individual tests negative on
lateral flow tests taken on day 6 and day 7 of isolation and no longer has a temperature. This
applies to school children also and, therefore, a child can return to school on day 8 of isolation
as long as they meet those requirements. Any close contacts are encouraged to conduct lateral
flow tests on a daily basis.
Any lateral flow tests conducted by pupils should be recorded via the NHS test and trace
site: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

Continued …

Remote education will continue to be provided for pupils who are isolating but are well. Please take
some time to visit the Remote Education section of the school website for more detailed information,
but in summary:
•

Pupils who are isolating, but are well, should continue to access lessons via Teams. They
should follow their normal school timetable. While the majority of pupils are still in school and
teachers are teaching, work can be accessed under the 'Files' section in each class team and
should be completed in the Class Notebook to be submitted for feedback.

•

Teachers will be available to answer questions over Teams for isolating pupils. Please be
mindful that this may have to be after the lesson, as teachers are teaching the pupils who are
still in school.

•

Isolating pupils should also use our online platforms such as Century Tech (for personalised
pathways for English / Maths / Science), Spelling League, MyMaths and Accelerated Reader.

I thank you in advance for your support. Hopefully if we all do our part to keep each other safe we will
be able to keep any disruption to an absolute minimum and our pupils will continue to be happy and
educated in school.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Mancini
Headteacher

