6th October 2020
Dear Parent/Carer,
Re: Reading at Parkside
At Parkside we share a common belief that all of our pupils should be confident and competent readers. We
want our pupils to embrace and enjoy reading so that they are able to access increasingly challenging texts and
be exposed to reading for a variety of purposes.
We use a programme called ‘Accelerated Reader’ to promote a lifelong love of reading in every pupil, regardless
of aptitude or ability. It is designed to do the following:
➢
➢
➢
➢

Make essential reading practice more effective for every pupil.
Personalise reading practice to each pupil’s current ability.
Assess pupils’ reading skills through fun quizzes, so that intervention strategies can be brought in
when necessary.
Accelerate reading progress throughout the school.

Upon returning to school, all pupils will have taken a ‘STAR Reading Test’. This is a computer-based reading
assessment that uses computer adaptive technology. The questions continually adjust to your child’s responses
– if your child's response is correct, the difficulty level is increased, if they answer incorrectly, the difficulty level
is reduced. We use the results of this test for pupils to choose books from the library, which are at an appropriate
level for their reading ability.
Books are labelled with colours and levelled numbers (from 0.5 to 13.5). Pupils will be encouraged to read books
within and from the level above their suitable band, to ensure that they are reading books which challenge, but
do not cause frustration and consequent disengagement. After reading the books, pupils will take a short quiz,
which will assess how much they have understood, monitor their knowledge of grammar and vocabulary and
present their English teachers with detailed advice on how to progress your child’s reading. In addition, every
book gives a points value. The points are based on the length of the book (number of words) and each child has
a target number of points to collect through each half term. Achievement points are given to all pupils for
completing quizzes and for meeting their targets.
It is important that pupils challenge themselves with the material that they are reading, and they should aim to
read books with progressively higher ZPDs. Ideally, pupils should not be scoring 100% on every AR quiz they
take – if so, the books are too easy! Pupils should be reading with challenge and therefore score around 80%
when reading at the right level of challenge. All quizzes should be taken within 24 hours of finishing a book.
How can I support my child’s reading at home?
Encouraging regular reading practice at home, with a target of 30-40 minutes a night is the best way to help your
child’s reading improve. They can take quizzes at home once they have completed a book, using the website:
https://ukhosted36.renlearn.co.uk/2250811.

In addition, you can also monitor your child’s reading by using the Home Connect website. You can access
this either through the Parkside website, or using this link:
https://ukhosted36.renlearn.co.uk/2250811/HomeConnect/ Usernames and passwords are the same as
your child’s AR login information. Home Connect allows you to see which quizzes have been taken by your
child. You can also receive emails showing your child’s quiz or test results. Simply click the ‘Email Setup’
link in Renaissance Home Connect and follow the directions.
For further guidance on choosing suitable books for reading at home, you can either look on our website to
see recommended reading lists, or use the bookfinder website (www.arbookfind.co.uk ) which categorises
books based on their ZPD level.
We look forward to sharing books and a love of reading with your child at school. If you have any questions,
please do contact your child’s English teacher or Mrs Terrey.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs Terrey
KS3 Curriculum Manager / Head of Reading

